	
  

	
  
July 10, 2017
Mark Mishek, President and CEO
Hazelden Betty Ford Graduate School of Addiction Studies
PO Box 11
15251 Pleasant Valley Road
Center City, MN 55012
Dear President Mishek:
This letter is formal notification of action taken by the Higher Learning Commission (“HLC” or
“the Commission”) Board of Trustees (“the Board”) concerning Hazelden Betty Ford Graduate
School of Addiction Studies (“the School” or “the institution”). At its meeting on June 29, 2017,
the Board voted to continue the accreditation of the School. This action is effective as of the date
action was taken. In taking this action, the Board considered materials from the School’s most
recent comprehensive evaluation, including but not limited to: the Assurance Filing the School
submitted; the report from the comprehensive evaluation team; the report of the Institutional
Actions Council Hearing Committee; the institution’s responses to these reports; and other
materials relevant to the evaluation.
In lieu of monitoring on the issues identified by the evaluation team and Institutional Actions
Council Hearing Committee, the Board required that the School file its application for separate
incorporation, in accordance with the Commission’s policy on Change of Control, Structure, or
Organization, no later than May 1, 2019, and that the Change of Control, Structure or
Organization evaluation process review the autonomy of the Board of the School to ensure that
appropriate Bylaws establishing the autonomy of the Board have been adopted and implemented.
The Board maintained the School on the Standard Pathway with its next comprehensive
evaluation for Reaffirmation of Accreditation in 2022-23.
The Board based its action on the following findings made with regard to the School:
The School meets Criterion Two, Core Component 2.C, “the governing board of the
institution is sufficiently autonomous to make decisions in the best interest of the
institution and to assure its integrity,” but with concerns because the School has drafted
revised Bylaws to establish the Board’s autonomy and its authority to hire and fire the
Chief Executive Officer, but those Bylaws have not been adopted or implemented.
The School has not yet met the Commission’s requirement for separate incorporation but
has agreed to do so by the December 2019 deadline established by the Board of Trustees
of the Commission.
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The School has otherwise demonstrated that it is in compliance with the Criteria for
Accreditation, Assumed Practices and Federal Compliance requirements.
At this time, the Commission will reassign the School from its liaison Dr. Karen Solomon to Dr.
Eric Martin. Please be assured that Dr. Solomon will work with Dr. Martin to create a smooth
transition.
The Board action resulted in changes to the affiliation of the School. These changes are reflected
on the Institutional Status and Requirements Report. Some of the information on that document,
such as the dates of the last and next comprehensive evaluation visits, will be posted to the HLC
website.
Commission policy COMM.A.10.010, Commission Public Notices and Statements, requires that
HLC prepare a summary of actions to be sent to appropriate state and federal agencies and
accrediting associations and published on its website. The summary will include HLC Board
action regarding the School.
On behalf of the Board of Trustees, I thank you and your associates for your cooperation. Please
contact Dr. Martin if you have questions about any of the information in this letter.
Sincerely,

Barbara Gellman-Danley
President
cc:

Chair of the Board of Trustees, Hazelden Betty Ford Graduate School of Addiction
Studies
Valerie Slaymaker, Chief Academic Officer and Provost, Hazelden Betty Ford Graduate
School of Addiction Studies
Evaluation team chair
Institutional Actions Council Hearing Committee chair
Larry Pogemiller, Director, Minnesota Office of Higher Education
Eric Martin, Vice President and Chief of Staff, Higher Learning Commission
Karen Solomon, Vice President for Accreditation Relations and Director of the Standard
Pathway, Higher Learning Commission
Karen Peterson Solinski, Executive Vice President for Legal and Governmental Affairs,
Higher Learning Commission

